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Port Browning Sail-in 2013 

 
  

Fresh shrimp, still jumping! Lots of laughs great 

to start the sailing season with good friends. 

Cam demonstrated how easy it is to raise the mast 

on his boat in the harbour. 

The contest for the bike was held with the entries 

read to the members and a vote for the best entry. 

John Green’s very impassioned plea won the 

members vote. Congratulations John, happy riding. 

Unless otherwise stated, the views 

expressed in this newsletter do not 

necessarily represent those of the B.C.M.S., 

the Directors or the Editor. Contents of the 
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A big thank you to all our members who attended the Annual General Meeting at Port Browning. 
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Thoughts during a sail to Prince Rupert 
Roy Mills 

One Friday in late January we left Port Townsend, Wa, and drove south to San Francisco. On 

the way south I thought "I wonder if there is any multihull sailing this weekend?" I checked online 

and found that indeed there was, in fact the years biggest race in the Bay area was 

to be held the following day. The Singlehanded Sailing Society organized 2-handed Three 

Bridge Fiasco already had over 350 entries, including 35 multihulls.  

Last year I had offered to crew for a friend on his Nonsuch 30, cat rigged monohull, for the Port 

Hardy to Prince Rupert section of his planned Glacier Bay and back cruise. He told me recently 

that my section would start May 22nd and end May 30th, ferry back from Rupert May 31st. A bit 

earlier than I had hoped for, and partly why I missed the Browning rendezvous this year. 

I arrived in Port Hardy via Greyhound at 5.30 p.m. and we puttered off to God's Pocket ready for 

a head start next morning across Queen Charlotte Sound. There is a marina there now with a 

scuba diving school attached, also swarms of hummingbirds at several feeders, both Calliope 
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and Rufus. When I had crossed that Sound 18 years ago in G & S with a family of 4 as crew, we 

started at a civilised hour from the Port Hardy Marina, beating at around 8 knots, VMG about 5.6 

knots, in a North West breeze of 10 to 12 knots and a reasonably benign set of waves from that 

direction. 

Sunshine 

too,therefore 

fresh air, and 

eventual arrival at 

Safety Cove on 

Calvert Island. 

This time we set 

off at 6.30, the 

forecast was for a 

gentle Westerly, 

i.e. reaching 

breeze, so as we 

headed out of the 

harbour we 

hauled up that big 

sail ready for use 

shortly. Too bad. 

That westerly 

never showed but 

what were very much in evidence were ranks of waves perhaps 5 feet high, pointed, and close 

together, relics from winds the days before. My friend Vincent's boat had a new, 30 hp diesel 

fitted and it quietly mumbled to itself under the cockpit floor and pushed us at 6.5 knots, not bad 

for a heavy monohull with a 30 foot waterline, about 90% of hull speed and not at quite full 

throttle. The Cockpit was entirely covered in a waterproof and windproof hood, and we were 

heading straight across the Sound. Linearly that is, in point of fact we heaved,rolled, yawed, 

rolled back, pitched, rolled again, whatever the waves required, and Vincent's Autopilot took 

care of the general direction. Not a lot of fun. Eventually we gave up on the missing Westerly 

and decided the sail was of no value so took it down. WRONG. It had been quietly dampening 

down the rolling that the waves imparted to us, and once down the  

rolling became quicker, jerkier and through a greater angle, around 30 to 35 degrees each way. 

No, we were not going to rehoist it if it meant going outside into that rain and violent motion, 

Cape Horners we were not.However just past Egg island the waves began to die down in the 

lee of Calvert, and a South wind made it's appearance, and by False Egg Island it was worth 

turning the engine off and hoisting the sail for a run down FitzHugh Sound. I became of slight 

use by reporting on the actions of the tell tales to the Skipper and was eventually helmsman for 

about an hour as we bypassed Safety Cove and headed for Namu. Namu is about on it's last 

legs, the couple who have kept it useful these past several years plan to move away and retire 

this coming winter,they say. BTW, I complimented her on her splendid rhubarb plants, much 
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bigger than mine despite being much further North. The secret she said was to feed them 

starfish, hung up to dry first. After that it was just a procession of motoring up the various  

channels, under the cockpit hood, peering out at various parts of scenery. We did spend a day 

in Fjordland, it would have been better seen from the open air, but still pretty good. 

Do we have a tame geologist amongst our members? I ask because I noticed that there are 

numerous instances of marble intrusions into the general grey rock of the channel walls, and 

although the steep rock walls were able to support a healthy crop of quite tall conifer trees, 

nothing grew on the marble, its white surface standing out clearly against the green conifers 

growing up to its very edge.We stopped off at Butedale but the resident was not in residence so 

the advertised ice cream was not available. Chatted with a young couple, in kayaks, who, like 

Vincent were en route to Glacier Bay, then back as far as Ketchican where they hoped to get 

work. Good luck to them. Just before that we had been passed by a white catamaran, also 

motoring. Saw it later in Prince Rupert where it proved to be a Priviledge 38, which IIRC was the 

first French Entry into the field of cruising cats and did not make a big impression itself, though 

followed later by veritable swarms of other makes.Noted that its mast was turnable.Grenville 

Channel was another motoring excercise with tidal assist. I fondly remembered when we tacked 

up the channel at about 6 knots in a light headwind and a flooding tide, and were applauded by 

a group of fishermen casting from 3 aluminum boats anchored off Lowe Inlet. Now how  

often does that happen? 

At least our moorage was at the convenient Rowing and Sailing club wharves, last time we were 

at the far end of the Rushbrook floats with long walks to anywhere. This time the pub was 100 

yards away from the boat.And so, back home on the Ferry and Greyhound, leaving me 

wondering why it had all seemed a bit of a waste of time. Grey skies and rain at times is not a 

help I admit, nor is being cooped up in a cockpit under a hood, even though it does keep the 

rain off. Maybe advancing years take the shine even off sailing? Or did it fall so short of my 

memories of doing it on G & S? Memories do get polished over time, like that of my wife when 

she was 19, for instance:^) 

I am firmly convinced, however, that MULTIS ARE BETTER. 

 

 
Pub Nights @ Rusty Anchor Pub 

Captain Cove Marina 

6100 Ferry Road, Ladner, BC  @ 7:30 PM 

 
September 17 

October 15 
November 19 
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Thanks to the Ken and Wendy Pepperdine for hosting a pizza dinner on Friday night during Newcastle 

Island sail-in. 

 

The Nanaimo Bath Tub Race weekend fireworks were spectacular!  
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Bad Kitty and Dragon Fly, Winter Harbour during Van Isle 360 

 

  

Important Reminder… 

As decided at the AGM in May, the BCMS 

September sail-in will be held at Port Browning this 

year. 

August 31, September 1, 2, 2013 

Saturday, August 31, No host barbeque on the beach. 
 

Sunday, September 1, Noon-ish, BCMS Plumper Sound 

race. Optional dinner at restaurant at Port Browning 

followed by race results and door prizes at campfire on 

beach. 
 

Monday, September 2, pleasant sail home. 
 

Camping spots are available  

on the grass field. 
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Congratulations to Eric Pesky and crew on Geneva for first place in Swiftsure Inshore Classic. 

Geneva Placed First in the Cow Bay Regatta as well. 

2013 / 2014 Directors list 
 

President  Bob Davis   bob.davis@telus.net   604 583-9396 

Past President   John Harker   mjharker@telus.net   604 940-7084 

Vice President   Jamie McKerrow  jmckerrow@dccnet.com  604 596-1721 

Secretary   Bob Davis   bob.davis@telus.net   604 583-9396 

Newsletter   Wayne Carlson   wsc5968@gmail.com   604 590-5876 

Library  Stuart Kerr   sgkerr@telus.net   604 534-7120 

Publicity  Alec Mackenzie  alec8@shaw.ca   604 538-0917 

Racing / Sailing  Ron Tomas   rtomas@telus.net   604 542-2732 

Member-at-Large  Bob Harris   buckman@infinet.net 

Treasurer   Marlene Mackenzie  alec8@shaw.ca   604 538-0917 

Social -   Vacant -   directors@bcms.bc.ca 

Membership   Stuart Kerr   sgkerr@telus.net   604 534-7120 

Website   Bob Davis   bob.davis@telus.net   604 583-9396 
   Marlene Mackenzie  alec8@shaw.ca   604 538-0917 

Non Directors 

C.B.C.Y.C. (Vancouver Island Rep.)  
   Gary Astill   gastill@shaw.ca   250-390-3957 

C.B.C.Y.C. (Mainland Rep.)  
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